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" Billy and Mary had been brought to Sunday School by their elementary school
friends. Their clothes were unkempt, and they had obviously not bathed for some time.
When wolfed down cookies, a handful at a time, their Sunday School teacher suspected
that they might be more hungry than impolite. The next week she brought extra food and
unobtrusively gave it to them. She then decided to try to visits their home to “let the
parents know how pleased I was that the children were attending church.” The small
house appeared not have been cleaned for weeks. A three-year-old sister was crying alone
on the cot in the corner. No adults were in the sight. Billy said that they did not know
where their father was.... and their mother? She was out with her boyfriend. “She always
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! Reprinted with permission from 4 Manual for Clergy and Congregation by Rev. David
and Anne Deplane ( Self published by The Spiritual Dimension )
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B. Child Physical Abuse ([EfFRE) :
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(B) AaHEE8ETE:
< Be sure to know your state’s report laws concerning child abuse and neglect. Realize
that anyone reporting child abuse and victimization with honest intent to help is exempt
from liability by the laws of every state. However, in some states there can be liability for
failure to report and protect. Always report the suspected abuse.
% Make every attempt to carefully listen to the child in the presence of someone trusted
by the child but never in the presence of alleged offender. Do not how ever conduct your
own investigation. It may present severe problems later on.
% Assure the child that he or she is not to blame, and express the appreciation for the
disclosure.
¢ Let the child and the non offending caretakers know that you will walk with them
through the entire process of protection and investigation.
% See that the child receives counseling from a qualified child-therapy specialist.
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(7)) AEFERNSEMNE):

* Overreact upon the disclosure. This may intimidate the child and hinder the further
disclosure.

* Take the indicator or disclosure lightly. Usually disclosure is very difficult is very
difficult for a child. Sometimes only small portions of events will come out at a time and
then only as the early limited statements are affirmed.

* Do not immediately take the alleged offender’s word above that of child victim if he
or she denies the charge. Adults can be more convincing and may be active and
well-known in the church. This does not mean that they are innocent. Leave this to
investigative process. The safety of the child is the highest priority during the initial
disclosure.

(£) EEHYRE:

1. Be sensitive, patient and caring in your approach. You may be speaking to a child who
is incapable of comprehension on the emotional level.
2. Reinforce his motive in calling.

Tell him or her:" We are glad that you called ;" We re here to help you ; " God loves you
and we love you ; " You are special to God and to us ; " God knows what you are going
through and will help you
3. Ask how he feels about himself.

As he reports abuse which my have come from his father, mother or elder sibling,
find out how he feel about the constant punishment. Such person may feel that they
deserve the physical punishment they have been receiving.

4. Reassure him that he is not necessary bad. Sometimes parents do not realize that they
are abusive. They do not necessary need a motive for hurting a child. Seventy percent of
abusers were themselves abused as children.

5. Tell him that Jesus loves him very much.

Jesus died on the cross for him. Jesus is the only one who is preparing a special kingdom
for children.

6. Ask him if he has ever received Jesus as his savior. If he has not, share the gospel with
him.”

7. Ask him if he goes to church.

If he knows the pastor, encourage him to go and tell him about all that he is going
through, event though it may be very embarrassing. The abusing parents is not likely to
change unless faced with legal implications of his or her behavior, thus the
recommendation that the pastor be informed. He can confront the parents if they are the
believers, arrange for counseling and contact the necessary authorities.

(V) MHERIEES:
(5F27:10) " BECEHEERESR ~ BRRIFELICREHER - |

3 Steps to Peace with God, pp. 5 . Billy Graham Christen handbook for ministry, World
Wide Publisher, 1985

FAAEEEE 2% | ECCSKC 2016



fE R 56

(FF 6:4) TIRMUWESCERRY ~ AEEH LR ~ HEE  FrEEIFER - S5
-

CIRzRT 5:7) TORMPESCERAY ~ AECE MR - RBRIEZ FEEIFIER - E51
9.

(JL) & Prayer
with a child:

" Dear Jesus, I feel sad about what has happened to me. I sometimes feel that I have been
hurt because I have been bad. But I know that, even though I may sometimes have done
things I should never have done, I should not have been hurt in this way. When you were
here, Jesus, you were hurt by people when you did not deserve it. But you said that your
heavenly father was here to help you. And you have said that you will also be with me
when [ am hurt. Thank you for being with me and thank you for those who help me. |
Jesus’ name Amen

For the caregiver:

" O God my loving creator and savior. I can never fully understand you, nor can I
understand the pain and suffering of a child. I only desire to relieve that pain and
suffering. I trust that in doing so may more clearly understand your nature, that you are
the father of all mankind, and that even in the pain your compassion fails not. I pray for
the safety and protection of this child. Please guide and grant strength as we do what is
just and right in this situation. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who loves each of us and
who willingly suffered for us, Amen. |

(+) HEEI:
Sexual Abuse in Christian Homes and Churches, by Carolyn Holdread Heggen ( Hearld
Press, 1993 ) This is an excellent book with perspective on the subject, with particular
emphasis on its existence in Christian Community.

Cry Out by P.E. Quinn ( Abingdon Press, 1988 ) The author was himself abused severely

as a child. He tells a complete story of how the old hymn “Jesus Loves Me” has powerful
impact on his healing.

Unlocking the Secret World by Wayne and Diane Tesch ( Tyndale House Publisher,
1995)
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